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Southern East Anglia Quaker Meeting at Colchester, 16.11.2014  

 

Representatives  

Clacton-on-Sea - Hazel Jones 

Colchester – Alison Bush, Robert Parkes, Sylvia Jeffcock, Tim Holding and Carol Holding 

Sudbury – Betty Scrivener (prevented), Jane Carter (prevented), Henry Ruse (prevented)and 

Sheelagh Ruse (prevented). 

Present were 25 Friends, including 3 Attenders, and all but 4 of our representatives. 

 

2014/65 Friends being met in the presence of God, Quaker Faith and Practice 2.18 was read.  

 

2014/66 Appointments  

a)  Triennial Appointments  

AM Nominations Committee - Martha Schwager came to the end of a triennium on AM 

Nominations Committee in May.  We ask Clacton LM to bring forward the name of a Friend 

to take her place.  Martha is willing to continue until a replacement can be found.  Jane 

Carter has completed another triennium and is willing to continue on the Nominations 

Committee for the triennium ending end December 2017. 

 

Overseers - We reappoint the following Friends to serve as Overseers for another triennium 

at Colchester:  Liz Hurley, Norman Myall and Jenny Kay (for Earls Colne).  They will serve 

from January 2015 - end December 2017. 

 

Membership database - Sylvia Jeffcock has completed one triennium coordinating the 

membership database, and is willing to serve another triennium.  This being acceptable to 

the meeting, we appoint Sylvia to serve from Jan 2015 - end December 2017. 

 

Elders at Colchester -  

We reappoint Anne Watkinson, Helen Lewis and Diana Naylor as Elders at Colchester 

Meeting, to serve a second triennium, to end December 2017.   

Ecky Prolingheuer has come to the end of his third triennium and John Kay to the end of his 

second triennium as Elders at Colchester.  We thank Ecky and John for the contribution they 

have made during their years of service as Elders.   

Rachel Britton has asked to be released from her role as Elder after serving two years of the 

triennium, for personal reasons.  We thank Rachel for her service as Elder. 

Nominations Committee bring forward the names of Eliza Jones, Charles Bather and Alison 

Parkes to serve as Elders. these names being acceptable to the meeting, we appoint them to 

serve from January 2015 - end December 2017.  Nominations Committee also brings forward 

the name of Antoinette Arnold to serve as Elder at Earls Colne.  We appoint Antoinette to 

serve to end December 2017. 

 

Greenwood Trust - Nominations Committee brings forward the name of Sylva Garton-

Rogers to serve on the Greenwood Trust.  This name being acceptable, we appoint Sylva to 

serve from January 2015 - end December 2017. 

 

Trustee - We reappoint Peter Whiteley and Robert Parkes to serve as Trustees for the 

triennium ending December 2017.  Nominations Committee brings forward the name of Bob 
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Crowley as AM Trustee.  This name being acceptable to the meeting, we appoint Bob to 

serve from January 2015 - end December 2017. 

 

b) representatives 

Friends School Representative (Saffron Walden) - Jan Squire has come to the end of her 

term as Friends School Representative (Saffron Walden), for which we thank her.  We 

appoint Tim Holding to serve in this capacity from January 2015 - end December 2017. 

 

Inequality Conference 

Further to minute 2014/64, we appoint Les Wood and Sheelagh Ruse to attend the one-day 

conference on inequality and austerity on Saturday 29 November in Birmingham.  We ask 

Les and Sheelagh to report back to AM in the New Year.  We agree to pay their expenses. 
 

2014/67  Membership matters 

 

2014/68  Talk by Paul Parker, recording clerk 

Further to Minute 2014/60, Paul Parker spoke to about 40 Friends and Attenders on Sunday, 

October 19 at Sudbury Meeting House about the future of Quakers in Britain.  Paul 

challenged us to consider what is our ministry as individuals and as a Meeting.  A report by 

John Lewis appears in the November newsletter. 

 

2014/69  Meeting for Sufferings Report 

Carol Holding presented a report on Meeting for Sufferings, which is attached to these 

minutes.   Carol explained the role of Meeting for Sufferings, to understand and 

communicate the wishes of Meetings to Friends around the country, and she explained the 

pattern of meetings.  She drew attention to her report in the October newsletter, which 

described a meeting in which representatives met in small groups.  Devon Area Meeting had 

given a heartfelt minute about what is happening to our planet.  Meeting for Sufferings were 

challenged to give their concern deep consideration.  It provoked an avalanche of strong 

feelings.   

 

Carol shared her feeling at that meeting as being like Yearly Meeting in 2009, when one 22-

year-old said "You've been discussing this for 22 years - isn't it about time you do 

something!"  Quakers can have an impact by publicising more of what we do.   

 

Carols asks us to read her reports in the AM newsletter. 

 

2014/70  Quaker Life Representative Council Report 

Eliza Jones spoke about the Quaker Life Representative Council she attended on our behalf 

in October.  The theme of the weekend was "Being Friends Together", which is also the title 

of a set of resources that have been gathered together and made available online.  The 

resource can provide Local Meetings with a framework to further explore and develop 

together what they may be called to do.   

 

"Spiritual hospitality" was a concept that resonated for Eliza and which we might usefully 

explore.  Quaker Life Council considered the value of meaningful communication between 

us, and sharing our spiritual journeys.  "Being Friends Together" provides a framework for 
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how we might engage with one another and the wider community and inform our 

discernment as an Area Meeting.   

 

Eliza's report is attached to these minutes and will appear in the newsletter.  We agree to 

support our Local Meetings to access "Being Friends Together" and pay the subscription (£35 

per year) as required. 

 

2014/71  Long-term Framework consultation 

Further to Minute 2014/59, we undertook to devote the remainder of this Area Meeting to a 

consideration of questions around the BYM Long Term Framework (2015-20).    As part of 

our preparation for participating in this consultation, we viewed the DVD "Celebrating 

Quaker Work", and gained inspiration from the work that is being carried out "in our name" 

by central committees.   

 

We then considered the four questions put to all meetings by the Meeting for Sufferings 

working group as part of the national consultation towards a Long Term Framework: 

 

1. What is distinctive about Quaker work and witness, to us and to others? 

2. What is your vision of the ministry that your local meeting and Quakers in Britain 

are called to, now and in the future? 

3. What are we led to do together? 

4. How could Quaker structures and networks help Quakers in Britain to flourish? 

 

We divided into small groups and made use of coloured paper, felt tips and other art 

materials to help us think creatively, to draw as well as write in response to the questions.  

We then gathered together to share, in worship-sharing, what we had explored.   

 

We seek a spiritual basis to our witness in all that we do.  Quakerism is a mix of mysticism 

and practicality; it is deeply spiritually rooted, leading to practical action.  We cannot claim 

exclusivity in being guided by the spirit; we should seek to connect and collaborate with 

others.  We seek openness to others; we are not dogmatic.  We accept the challenge of 

difficult issues that are not popular.   

 

We are part of an extraordinary network of Quakers, which goes back to the days of 

Margaret Fell.  Do we really join the dots up enough?  Meetings which share similar 

concerns, such as about Trident, should be communicating better together.  We should take 

the lead from young Friends and look to see how they are communicating with one another 

and how they are taking action together. 

 

Our demographic is that we are aged over 60, compared with the younger demographic of, 

for instance, Buddhists in Colchester.  We don't have a creed.  Yet we have testimonies to 

simplicity, equality, peace, and truth, which are intertwined.  They inform us now and how 

we leave our planet to future generations.  We need to find creative ways to put across our 

Quaker testimonies as the basis of our lives, our witness and our Quaker action.   

 

We are a Society that accepts differences and seeks to understand and respect others, 

including those of other faiths.  Tolerance is fundamental.  We see a lack of tolerance as 



4 
 

contributing to what is wrong with the world at the moment.  There is fear instead of respect 

for others. 

 

Quakers speak out and speak Truth to power, but we don't do it enough!  Our vision 

includes being called to do something to increase economic justice in the world.  Peace 

education is a vital way of getting across the Quaker testimony for non-violent conflict 

resolution.  This is something Quakers are called to do. 

 

As well as being a tolerant Society, let us not forget our radical edge.  We must not get 

bogged down in our processes and risk losing that radical edge.  Yet we value the strength 

of commitment that comes from a lengthy discernment and leads to unity. 

 

Our testimonies are based on the premise that love is vitally important in the way we 

minister in the world and respect humanity.  We have a strong sense of community.  We can 

act on our own because of the strength we draw from  belonging to a Quaker community.   

 

Following the minute the clerk noted: 

Our discernment today may contribute to our Area Meeting process of discerning our purposes as an 

Area Meeting, which will continue in the New Year.  We were reminded that Local Meetings and 

other Quaker groups and individuals can also continue the process and respond to the Long Term 

Framework consultation questions as they wish. 

 

 

 

 

Signed,  

 

Alison Parkes 
 

Alison Parkes 

Clerk 


